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2. Buddhist World 

movement
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THIS YEAR
The world from a global 
village isolated itself to 
each country.



The 94th WEB EXCO meeting on 7 November 2019 at the 
WFB headquarter suddenly became our sweet memories. 
We didn’t have slightest imagination that the world would 
drastically change to be the world we have been living now. 

The WFB 
headquarter



The world from a global village shrink itself to the isolation of each country. Many countries 
apply policy of locking down the country to survive in isolation. The usual conference and 
meeting suddenly prone to virus infection. The result? We as the WFB members are isolated 
in our own countries. Meeting in physical suddenly became a taboo. And here we are 
seeing each other virtually online. While it destroyed our custom of meeting each other 
physically in other hand it saves our budget in flying, accommodation and meals for the 
council meeting. This may call blessing in disguise!



Regardless of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have witnessed worldwide that Buddhist communities of 
monks and laymen do not just wait for COVID-19 karmic effect but creatively reacted to the 
pandemic either through religious paradigm or humanitarian paradigm. We have seen the influence 
of Buddhist chanting worldwide. We have seen humanitarian action from Buddhist communities 
everywhere. Each Buddhist help out each other according to their resource and capacity. This is a 
true model for the world how Buddhists cope with the pandemic without panic. The teaching of 
compassion suddenly visible among all Buddhist communities. We have seen each WFB regional 
centers dedicate themselves in fighting spirit towards the pandemic. How each WFB regional center 
reacted to the pandemic can be seen from the WBU website. 



As the honorary rector, I have engaged myself in the name of the WBU with 
many activities of lectures, conferences, and contributed Buddhist communities 
by applying Buddhist teachings to cope with the pandemic.   

To illustrate what the WBU have achieved and made some global impact within a 
year (from November 2019 to November 2020), I would take this opportunity 
to briefly update the WFB EXCOs and all who are presented on this 95th WFB 
EXCO Online Meeting as follows:





“Meditation : The Future is Now”
Meditation Retreat Lecture on

Deliver lecture on meditation at the 
retreat at Wat Maheyong in 
Ayutthaya organized 
by

The Dhammaduta Standing Committee

The Dhammaduta Standing 
Committee,(Singapore) 

Thailand
16 November 2019



“Revitalizing Higher Education for Sustainable Development”

ASAIHL International Conference 2019

Invited to participate with the Association 
of Southeast Asian Institutions of Higher 
Education; presented the WBU to the 
Minister of Higher Education of Sri Lanka

Outcome : Broaden WBU network with 

global institutions of higher education

University of Kelaniya,
Sri Lanka7-9 December 2019



His Holiness Pope Francis at his official visit to Thailand
Welcoming 

Represented the WBU in official 
welcoming of the His Holiness Pope 
Francis 
at

Chulalongkorn University

Outcome : Reminded His Holiness 

about the Buddhism and SDGs

Chulalongkorn University, 
Thailand22 November 2019



Centenary Anniversary Celebration
All Ceylon Buddhist Congress

In addition of delivering Congratulatory Message, 
the WBU propose that the 
Dhammacakkapavattana alternatively can be 
translated as Sustainable Development in Action 
as to respond to the UN global agenda of the 
SDGs

Outcome : Proposing a new Buddhist idea 
among Sri Lankan Mahasangha, Ministers, 
and Buddhists.

All Ceylon Buddhist Congress
Sri Lanka21 December 2019



“How to Develop Buddhist Studies in the 21th Century”
Special Lecture on

Deliver a lecture for executive 
administrations of Buddhist universities and 
colleges of Sri Lanka

Outcome : Delivered refreshing idea on 
developing Buddhist studies in universities 

and colleges.

Nāgānanda International 
Institute for Buddhist Studies

Sri Lanka
22 December 2019



Into 2020



The Centenary Celebration of International 
Conference on “Remembering the Past and Ways 
Forward; A Multi-disciplinary Approach to Pali, 
Abhidhamma, and Buddhist Studies”

Deliver a special lecture on ‘Anthropology of 
Buddhism’ to Burmese scholars and audience 
over 2,000 people at the sacred graduation hall of 
the Yangon University, the oldest university of 
Myanmar. The invitation was requested by 

the Minister of Education of Myanmar

Outcome : Disseminated the roles and 

contribution of the WBU 

Yangon University,
Myanmar

3 January 2020 



Welcoming and exchange view with Ms. Gita Sabharwal; the United Nations 
Resident Coordinator in Thailand

15 March 2020

Wat Bovoranives

An exchange idea of  the Buddhist 
Path to Sustainable Development 
Goals with the UN Resident 
Coordinator

Outcome : Looking forward to 

collaborate together on the issue



“CrisisIbility and Fear of the Unknown” by
DevryBV Sustainable Strategies, Washington D.C. & 

Minneapolis

CrisisIbility Podcast : A podcast on 

Discuss the implications of crisis and the 
importance of Dharma, balance and 
sustainability, the 2500 years old wisdom 
into the importance of possibility mindset.

Outcome : The session was widely 

broadcast and publicized in USA and over 
influential online media. 

USA
1 May 2020



“Global Buddhist Congregation 2020 
Vesak Celebration online”

Online Seminar Global Buddhist Congregation, 2020

Deliver a Dhamma-talk online to 
India as Virtual Vesak Celebration

Outcome : Explained Buddhism in a 
laymen terms and the session was 
broadcast repeatedly on their online 
network 

7 May 2020

INDIA



“How COVID-19 is going to impact on Sustainable 
Development in the frame of Business? 

A global problem needs a global response”

Online Interview Sustainable Brand Madrid

Online interview and broadcast online the 
interview session on “How COVID-19 is 
going to impact on Sustainable 
Development in the frame 
Outcome : The interview was online 
broadcast and publicized the interview on 
an influential publication of Spain 

29 May 2020

SPAIN



the HMA’s 40 Anniversary National and International 
Conference on Approaching the Future through 

Multidisciplinary Research: “King Rama IX's 
Philosophy: Interdisciplinary thinking beneath 

Sustainable Development”

Online Deliver a Keynote speech for the 
international academic conference

“The Sufficiency Economy as a means of 
a sound approaching future that 
guarantees the sustainable development 
from interdisciplinary thinking.”
Outcome : The keynote was widely 
received by global audience

University of the Thai Chamber 
of Commerce, Thailand

9 JUNE 2020



Dhamma talk on 
“The Four Essentials: Back to the 

Basics of a Buddhist Life” ”

Deliver a Dhamma talk in 
response to Covid-19 
pandemic
Outcome : The audience 
include HRH Princess 
Sirikittiya Jensen

19 JUNE 2020

THAILAND



“Virtual belated commemoration of the 
International Day of Vesak 2020” 

United Nation : Online sermon 

WBU proposed: “The united Nation should consider 
announcing the International Day of Vesak also as the 
Sustainable Development Day. Because the essence of 
Buddhist teaching itself is teaching about achieving 
sustainability of human and planet regardless of religions, 
races, languages and nationalities”
Outcome : The sermon was attended online by the 
General-Secretary of the UN, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Sri Lanka and 17 countries’ ambassadors to UN 

USA
2 JULY 2020



Webinar with 
Department of Buddhist Studies of 

Tribhuvan University of Nepal

Deliver a seminar lecture to graduate 
students of the Buddhist Studies of 
the Tribhuvan University of Nepal
Outcome : Motivate in developing 
new innovated Buddhist studies and 
research

NEPAL
5 JULY 2020



Sasin School of 
Management, Thailand

“Anxiety and Sustainability during this 
Global Pandemic”

Online Seminar : Sasin Insights

Deliver Buddhist view on Covid-19 
and Buddhism

Outcome : The seminar was 
broadcast online for global audience

2 JULY2020



Residence of the 
Ambassador of the 

United States of America 
Thailand

A roundtable dialogue 
shared commitment to 
promote and protect 

religious freedom 

The US Ambassador to Thailand 
invited WBU to have a roundtable 
dialogue with represents of all 
major religions in Thailand for 
interfaith better understanding
Outcome : Applying to the US 
government policies on religious 
freedom

30 September 2020



Geneva, Switzerland

“Reducing suffering during armed conflict”
Online Seminar : ICRC

The International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) held an online meeting 
with various Buddhist scholars to 
discuss on the issue of “Reducing 
suffering during armed conflict”
Outcome : Their will be follow up and 
materialize the ideas in different 
countries

20 October 2020



Deliver a Royal Sermon to the Their 
Majesties King and Queen of Thailand at the 

Annual Royal Ceremony dedicating to the 
King Rama V

Delivered a royal sermon on the 
Piyakaranadhamma Katha 
explaining how King becomes a 
beloved King of his subject?

Outcome : The sermon was well 
received by Their Majesties and 
royal family members

The Grand Palace,
Thailand

23 October 2020



Buddhist Missionary 
Society Malaysia,

Malaysia

Online Webinar on “New Normal 
Dhamma” organized by Buddhist 

Missionary Society Malaysia

Deliver an hour long Dhamma-talk 
online on the topic
Outcome : The lecture was well 
received by the audience not only 
in Malaysia but participants from 
other countries as well

4 November 2020



During the pandemic COVID 19: WBU created a 
COVID 19 WEB PORTAL to present:

• Reflections 
• Buddhist World movement
• COVID 19 Coping Activities.

https://wbu.world/covid-19/covid-19-reflections/




